






Many activities of the KLI exceed the 

scientific core agenda. Some representative 

activities are listed here.

Further Activities  
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The KLI commissioned the design of a new website which was launched on 

6 October 2017. The new website features a graphically appealing design, ver-

satile technical applications, and high usability. In addition, the website provides 

a backend integration of a full-featured database that serves the KLI fellows for 

searching and lending of books of the complete KLI/Callebaut library.

5.1  KLI Website
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How to Picture Living Systems 2

23 June 2017

KLI Klosterneuburg
Curated by: Petra Maitz 

Topic

In many natural systems, an equilibrium is prerequisite to the functioning of a 

system. In the process of transformations, in biochemical terms, limit values are 

often exceeded until an equilibrium is established once again. Today, we know 

that we should be able to represent everything we can record or observe – and 

that is precisely the great challenge our high-tech and machine-dependent world 

faces. What can machines represent and what not? In the microstructure of the 

animate, many factors are controlled by feedback mechanisms. In the cultural 

evolutionary development of humans, though, such feedback loops are almost 

invisible. Does cultural anthropological progress exist? In art, too, we are currently 

seeing the coexistence of purely commercial objectives and, at the same time, an 

approach that is very strongly orientated towards science and art.

For the second time, we are presenting a series of artistic positions that are 

convincing in their aesthetic characteristic and manifestation. The “Epicycles of 

Artistic Discoveries,” a diagram by German artist Jeanette Schulz who had  

chosen to live in Vienna, but sadly died much too young, shows us that scientific 

thought often needs to draw from other sources. For years, Jeanette  

formulated her work as research on her own body and interpreted her poor 

health by means of astonishingly humorous stimulating paroles. She practiced the 

growth of thought using her left knee. “I always think with my left knee  

anyway,” she would say, quoting one of Joseph Beuys’ bon mots. On the inter-

face of indigenous culture and white western art, performative works with co-

operative co-existence had already been staged fifty years ago. Joseph Beuys and 

5.2  Arts & Science Events
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the Coyote. His first trip to the USA followed an invitation from René Block to his 

New York Gallery in 1974. He had developed a special ritual to come to terms 

with the USA. He didn’t want to see anything around him at all and arrived at 

the gallery blindfolded by ambulance.

This documentary movie serves as a basis for today’s reflections on Beuys’ 

oeuvre as it is perceivable in the works of Australian-Canadian artist Rolande 

Souliere. She embroiders Beuys’ eyes and mouth in an indigenous fashion on a 

black and white photograph of his face. An incredible intervention in 

historiography: by doing that, she emphasizes the ethnically-related interpretation 

of art and attributions. “How to Picture Living Systems” becomes an inversion of 

the topical focus on biology and art. Simon Wachsmuth’s work, which is also of a 

cultural-theoretical nature, consists of associative thoughts and referential 

derivations of the historical narratives of cast-bronze and copying, and analyses 

economies of labour division. Wachsmuth has for quite a while dealt with the 

cultural construct of nature, the forms of its simulation and control as well as 

their significance in cultural-historical discourse, as Cosima Rainer once put it. 

What one sees here, however, is merely a mini setting as an example of the 

experimental arrangement.

Copyright: Simon Wachsmuth

Young German artist Evelyn Möcking applies her interpretation of materi-

al characteristically to all her sculpturally aesthetical forms, for she paints with 

animal fat, or lets it paint itself, as she puts it. Fat distributes itself uncontrolled 

across the carrier, i.e. paper. Biology speaks its language through the actions of 

the artist; a highly sublime and extremely direct handling of organic material. She 

does this kind of work as if it were an appropriation, introducing us to the 

possibilities of reanimation through the confrontation with death.
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I would like to draw your attention to the video projection and installation 

in the vaults of the KLI of this exhibition. In the younger scene, Gaetan 

Robillard has for some time gained a reputation in France for his advanced 

experiments that are represented in forms of art. It is sometimes difficult to 

recognize the connotations with mathematical conditionalities of his 

procedure. Nevertheless, the aesthetic results are convincing and so 

stunningly engaging that, in essence, this example of artistic investigation 

casts a kind of spell on us that effortlessly illuminates the fascination of 

both disciplines. More than ever, contemporary co-productions between 

natural science and art are an important component of our day and age. 

Today, at a time when biodiversity is threatened by extinction, young artists 

are building connections that will enrich art and science and put them in a 

broader context.

Copyright: Gaetan Robillard

Sponsored by Bundeskanzleramt Abteilung Kunst & Kultur and by Land 

Niederösterreich Abteilung Kunst & Kultur.
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Isomorphology and 
Isomorphogenesis 

3 May 2017

KLI Klosterneuburg
Gemma Anderson 

Exhibition

Die nordirische Künstlerin Gemma Anderson wurde von einer Fachjury für das 

Programm 2017 ausgewählt und zeigt in einer Kooperation des Konrad Lorenz 

Instituts für Evolutions- und Kognitionsforschung (KLI) mit KulturKontakt Austria 

mit Hand kolorierte Radierungen und Aquarelle. Mit Hilfe dieser vereint sie 

Experiment und Theorie auf Basis ihrer Erfahrungen aus der Arbeit mit Forschern 

in theoretischen und empirischen Wissenschaftszweigen.

Andersons Methode, genannt Isomorphogenese, ist eine Zeichnungspraxis 

oder ein Experiment, das die Darstellungsmöglichkeiten von Formen als einen 

dynamischen und formativen Prozess erforscht.

Als Isomorphologie bezeichnet sie eine vergleichende, zeichnungsbasierte 

Methode der Untersuchung von gemeinsamen Formen der Tier-, Mineral- und 

Pflanzenstrukturen. Als ganzheitlicher und visueller Ansatz zur Klassifikation ver-

läuft die Isomorphologie parallel zur wissenschaftlichen Praxis, wird aber dem 

Kunstbereich zugezählt.

Andersons künstlerisch-forschender Ansatz ist komplementär zur Wissenschaft 

und beschäftigt sich mit Beziehungen, die in der wissenschaftlichen Klassifikation 

von tierischen, pflanzlichen und mineralischen Strukturen nicht erfasst werden 

können. In diesem Zusammenhang erforscht die Künstlerin den erkenntnistheore-

tischen Wert des Zeichenprozesses.
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Grüße aus Galápagos

13 October 2017

KLI Klosterneuburg
Anton Herzl 

Exhibition

Spuren der Evolutions- und Kognitionsforschung im Werk Anton Herzls

Vernissage Freitag, 13.10.2017 ab 18h

Begrüßung:  

Prof.DDr. Gerd B. Müller, Präsident des KLI

Univ. Prof. em. Herbert Lachmayer
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5.3  Prizes

Award of the Government 
of Lower Austria
for Barbara FISCHER
5 October 2017

Schloss Grafenegg

Organization: State Government of Lower Austria

Postdoctoral fellow Barbara Fischer received the 2017 Science Award of the 

Government of Lower Austria (Anerkennungspreis) for her work on the evolution 

of the human pelvis. These awards recognize special scientific achievements of a 

researcher working in Lower Austria. The science prizes 2017 were awarded at 

the yearly Science Gala in Grafenegg on October 5th, 2017.

Barbara is an evolutionary biologist who studies the obstetric dilemma and 

why childbirth is so hard in humans. In comparison to other primates, the heads 

of human neonates are remarkably large in comparison to the maternal pelvis. 

Barbara’s research deals with the question why this situation persists, and why 

evolution was so far unable to solve this dilemma.

Award „Best Free Talk“
for Stefanie WIDDER
13 October 2017

Theodor Escherich Symposium
Medical University Graz

The 4th Theodor Escherich symposium on medical microbiome research hosted 

international experts in the field and aimed at fostering the medical perspective 

of microbiome research.
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5.4  Public Outreach

„Science Talk“ 
ORF3 Wissenschaftstalk
18 October 2017

Copyright: ORF

Postdoctoral fellow Barbara Fischer was an invited talk show guest for the 

program ‘Science Talk’ on Austrian TV: Discussing modes of human childbirth 

and Caeserean section rates with an obstetrician and a midwife.
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